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L NOTHING HAS HAPPENED SINCE SEP 9 TO CHANGE THE ASSESSMENT 
CONTAINED IN BOGOTA 8661 THAT THERE SEEMS TO BE LITTLE CHANCE OF 
PHARMACEUTICAL NATIONALIZATION LEGISLATION PASSING IN THIS SESSION 
OF CONGRESS. OVER THE LONGER TERM, HOWEVER, INDUSTRY CONTACTS 
ARE QUITE PESSIMISTIC AND THEY BELIEVE IT IS ONLY A QUESTION OF 
TIME UNTIL THE VIVES PROPOSAL OR SOMETHING VERY SIMILAR IS APPROVED. 

2. THE VIVES BILL HAS BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE 5TH COMMITTEE (EDU- 
CATION AND PUBLIC HEALTH) OF THE SENATE AND WILL BE MANAGED BY 
LIBERAL SEN IOSE IGNACIO DIAZ GRANADOS, A TURBAYISTA FROM SANTA 
MARTA. DIAZ GRANADOS IS A MEDICAL DOCTOR AND WAS MINOF HEALTH 
FOR ABOUT A YEAR DURING THE PASTRANA’S ADMIN. HE IS WELL 
VERSED IN THE OPERATIONS OF THE PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY. THE 
SEN WILL BE HOLDING PUBLIC HEARINGS IN 15 DAYS AND PLANS TO CONSULT 
THIS WEEK WITH THE MIN OF HEALTH TO OBTAIN THE GOC VIEW. 

THERE ARE TEN SENATORS ON THE 5TH COMMITTEE AND INDUSTRY SOURCES 
BELIEVE THAT IF A VOTE WERE HELD NOW THEY WOULD SPLIT 5 IN FAVOR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BOGOTA 09157 231733Z 

OF NATIONALIZATION BILL AND 5 AGAINST. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


3. THE LOCAL PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURER'S ASSOCIATION IS LOBBYING 
MEMBERS OF THE 5TH COMMITTEE AND HAS ENGAGED A CONSTITUTIONAL 
LAWYER TO ASSESS THE PROSPECTS FOR ACTION IN THE COURTS IF NECESS- 
ARY. THE ASSOCIATION HAS ALSO KEPT THE PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFAC- 
TURERS ASSOCIATION (PMA) IN WASHINGTON INFORMED OF DEVELOPMENTS. 
WE UNDERSTAND THE PMA WILL TRY TO MAKE SOME KIND OF CONTACT 
WITH PRES LOPEZ' ENTOURAGE DURING THE WASHINGTON VISIT. DREXLER 
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